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The next scheduled meeting of 1st 
Capitol Detachment is 1930 Wednes-
day, 10 December at Shiloh American 
Legion Post #791, 1490 Poplars Road, 
York, Pennsylvania. Items for publica-
tion should be submitted in writing to 
the editor at P.O. Box 7313, York, PA  
1 7 4 0 4 ;  o r  b y  e m a i l  t o 
mcl521.yorkpa@gmail.com.  

DECEMBER 2025 

Your Officers for 2025 

First Edition 

First Capitol Det. 

York, Pennsylvania 

 

P.O. Box 7313  York, PA  17404 

Our Mailing Address  

CONNECT WITH US 

Commandant Matthew Corwin 856-906-0007 

Sr. Vice Commandant Ken White 229-349-1411 

Jr. Vice Commandant James Fissel 717-846-3943 

Judge Advocate Dean VanZanardi 717-659-4630 

Jr. Past Commandant Todd Hyson 717-650-7835 

Adjutant Erika Garcia 717-654-5646 

Paymaster / Editor Dave Brady 717-600-6329 

Chaplain Rick Olvitt 717-324-6740 

Sergeant at Arms/M4L Wes Iler 717-415-1849 

Quartermaster Ken Welsh 717-698-8685 

mailto:mcl521.yorkpa@gmail.com
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Commandant’s Report 

Happy Birthday to those that I have not had the 
chance to say that to, personally. I hope everyone en-
joyed their Veterans day and was able to make it to at 
least one Veterans celebration and enjoy at least one 
free meal. 

There are so many Bravo Zulus I need to send out, 
that I know I will forget one, but I'll give it a try. Todd and Marie 
Hyson for organizing another fantastic Ball. CJ for a wonderful 
cake that I did not have the heart to actually cut for the ball. Dave 
Brady for being our announcer and for coordinating the Marine flag 
raising over City Hall. Major White and GySgt Porter for the Dal-
lastown Ball, awesome job Marines. Julie Wheeler, Scott Burford 
and Kevin Smyers for putting on once again the York County Vet-
erans Breakfast. Rick Olvitt for organizing the Bridge Dedication 
for Roger Fraker.  

NOMINATIONS & ELECTION 
The first round of nominations for officers to serve in 2025 was 

conducted at the November meeting: 
Commandant   Matthew Corwin  
Sr. Vice Commandant Kenneth White   
Jr. Vice Commandant  
Judge Advocate  Dean VanZanardi 

One more round will be conducted at the December meeting be-
fore the vote. Installation will occur in January. Your attendance and 
participation is essential to the future of our Detachment. 

An excerpt from our bylaws listing the duties for each office is in-
cluded in this issue - pages 16 & 17.  
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RECRUITMENT & RETENTION 
At our November 

meeting we were 
pleased to welcome 
THREE new Members 
- two Marines and one 
Associate! 

 Left to right, being 
sworn in by Comman-
dant Corwin are Bren-

dan Willett and Macauley Eckenrode.  Not present, but accept-
ed for Associate membership, was Nathan Lightner who is ac-
tive with the Four Chaplains Memorial of York County. 

For those that came out to the Hometown for Heroes at Tractor 
Supply and withstood the wind. For all those that attended the 
events a huge thank you. 

For all those involved with Toys 4 Tots, awesome job. You are 
going to make a child happy and relieve some parents of stress. 

We have so many events going on, which is what I tell potential 
members about to get them excited about joining. Everyone should 
be so proud of this De-
tachment that you are re-
cruiting every Marine 
you come across. 

Commandant Matthew Corwin 
mccorwinmcl@comcast.net 

856-906-0007 

Congratulations Commandant Corwin 
First Capitol Commandant Matthew 

Corwin was named the recipient of the 
2025 George H. Eyler Meritorious 
Service Award, which was presented 

at the Veterans Day 
breakfast by Presi-
dent Commissioner 
Julie Wheeler, a 
First Capitol Associ-
ate Member. The 
award’s namesake 
also served as a 
First Capitol Com-
mandant! 

mailto:mccorwinmcl@comcast.net
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Upcoming Detachment (& other) Activities  

SEE OUR TOYS FOR TOTS ACTIVITIES ON PAGE 6 

Nov 21 Springettsbury Tree Lighting  

First Capitol Color Guard event 

Nov 27 THANKSGIVING DAY - FLY YOUR FLAG! 

Dec 10 Detachment Meeting - 7:30pm (ELECTIONS) 

Dec 13 Pancake Breakfast @ Shiloh Fire Hall 7-11AM 
Benefits Troop 94 

Dec 25 CHRISTMAS DAY - FLY YOUR FLAG! 

Dec 27-28 Outreach & Fundraising at York Gun Show (above) 

Jr. Vice Commandant 
Since the 2025 Veterans and Youth 
drawing in June we have been out and 
about and sold over 7,200 ticikets for 
the 2026 drawing!  We hope you’ll turn 
out for our next scheduled Outreach 
and Fundraising Opportunity Decem-
ber 27 & 28 - York Gun and Knife 
Show in Memorial Hall at York Expo 
Center - 9-5 Sat & 9-3 Sun. 
We may have opportunities for other 
events from time to time.  I will be call-
ing you to come out and help! 
 

Department Daily Number Cal-
endars  are SOLD OUT! 

James Fissel, JVC 
717-846-3943 

CONNECT WITH US  
Visit marinesofyorkpa.org for more info. 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK  
https://www.facebook.com/mcl521.yorkpa/ 

FIND US ON INSTAGRAM https://www.instagram.com/mcl_det_521/  

www.mclnational.org  and  www.pamcleague.org  

http://www.marinesofyorkpa.org
https://www.facebook.com/mcl521.yorkpa/
https://www.instagram.com/mcl_det_521/
http://www.mclnational.org
http://www.pamcleague.org
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Paymaster’s Report 

A draft of the 2026 Budget was proposed at the October meet-
ing. We’ll send you a copy by email, if requested. 

August 31 was the deadline for your 2026 Annual Dues. Those 
who have not yet responded will receive a reminder in early Octo-
ber. Questions may be directed to the Paymaster at the email be-
low (preferred) or by phone if necessary.  Some of you are more 
than one year in arrears. I can’t answer your questions if you don’t 
ask! LIFE memberships are available to Regular and Associate 

members. The amount de-
pends on your age, as 
shown. And, yes, you must 
also pay the $30 Annual 
Dues for the current year. 

DONATION REQUESTS (Ref: FCD AP#1):  Requests for 
monetary donations from FCD shall be communicated to the Commandant 
by the first day of the month.  Provide name, address, and valid EIN of the 
non-profit organization.  Requests for emergency expenditures will be con-
sidered on a case-by-case basis and are not subject to  AP#1. 

Dave Brady, Paymaster 
mcl521.yorkpa@gmail.com 

2026 Raffle Ticket Sales & Outreach

DONATIONS APPROVED IN 2025 
$100 to York County Veterans Outreach - car show sponsorship 
$100 to 1st Division Young Marines of the MCL - T-Shirt Fundraiser 
$100 to York County Veterans Outreach - Marine Day @ WellSpan Park 
$200 to MCL Foundation - Scholarships 
$750 to Four Chaplains Memorial of York County - Breakfast Sponsor 
$250 to City of York - Raise Your Flag (from Special Projects) 
$500 to York LCO Toys for Tots - Golf balls for YCVO Tournament 
$200 to Indiantown Gap National Cemetery Memorial Council - support 
$100 to Memorial Day Foundation - US Cemeteries Overseas 
$150 to York County Veterans Outreach  - Golf Tournament Sponsor 
$150 to Etters VFW Auxiliary - Golf Tournament Sponsor 
$500 to Veterans Lake Fishing - Event and Activity support 
$200 to Ainsley Rickels of Dallastown - Eagle Scout project 
$200 to Prospect Hill Cemetery - Court of Valor Sponsor 
$255 to Wreaths Across America - Susquehanna Memorial Garden 
$100 to US Marines Youth Foundation - Tree of Lights 
$500 to Shiloh American Legion - Military Share (from VAVS aka VVS) 
$500 to Hearts 4 Veterans - Military Share (from VAVS aka VVS) 
$100 to First Amphibious Assault Memorial (from Special Projects) 
$250 to Fountain repairs @ Pennsylvania Memorial IGNC (from Special 
Projects) 

LIFE MEMBER RATES 
$1000.00 – 35 years of age and lower 
$  800.00 – 36-50 years of age 
$  600.00 – 51-64 years of age 
$  400.00 – 65-84 years of age 
$  100.00 – 85 years of age and higher 

mailto:mcl521.yorkpa@gmail.com
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york.pa@toysfortots.org 
http://york-pa.toysfortots.org 

https://www.facebook.com/yorkpatoysfortots 
https://www.instagram.com/toysfortotsyorkpa/  

First Capitol Detachment and CommunityAid are Partners! 
The Detachment, its members, family and friends may donate appropriate 
items using our Partner Number (50300) for credit to the Detachment, which 
will support our Toys for Tots activity! We get 11 cents per pound! 

QUEENSGATE YORK 
2001 Springwood Road 
York, PA 17403 
(717) 412-7706 

HANOVER 
793 Baltimore Street 

Hanover, PA 17331 
(717) 412-7706 

Collection Boxes are out, toy re-
quests have been received and we 
need you to help make the magic hap-
pen! Even if you are not a regular vol-
unteer you can turn out to these up-
coming events and lend a hand: 

NOV 21 - Holiday Tree Lighting @ Springettsbury Park 
NOV 22 - Stuff the Truck @  Five Below - Delco Plaza 
NOV 28-29 - Christmas Magic @ Rocky Ridge Park 
NOV 29- Stuff the Truck @  Five Below -  South York Plaza 
DEC 6 - Stuff the Truck @  Five Below -  York Town Center 
DEC 8-12 - Toy Challenge on the Bridge w/Santa D & WSOX 

DETAILS can be 
found on our website 
or social media pages! 

Dave Brady, 2025 LCO Chair 
Yvette Wertz, Vice Chair 

mailto:york.pa@toysfortots.org
http://york-pa.toysfortots.org/local-coordinator-sites/lco-sites/request-toys.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/yorkpatoysfortots
https://www.instagram.com/toysfortotsyorkpa/
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First Capitol Color Guard 
As we go to press, Dean Van Zanardi is on point for a USMC 
Cake Cutting Ceremony at the State Capitol in Harrisburg. 
November 21st is the Springettsbury Tree Lighting, as Carol 
and I will be out of pocket I need someone to take the color 
guard equipment and lead it. Still looking for 4 members for 
this. Great Event for Toys 4 Tots, everyone come out. Hot 
Cocoa is awesome.  We are always looking for new mem-
bers, reach out to me and I’ll work on uniforms and practice 
with you. I encourage 
members to assist with 
York County Honor 
Guard funerals.  

CG Commander Matthew Corwin 
MCCorwinMCL@comcast.net    

Deadline for Next Issue  Items to be included in the next issue 
are to be submitted no later than NOON 13 December, the Saturday 
after the Detachment meeting.  Send your items by Email (preferred) 
to mcl521.yorkpa@gmail.com --  or by snail mail (if you must) to 
P.O. Box 7313, York, PA  17404.  You may also use this email ad-
dress to report errors and omissions! Thank you! 

Veterans in Voluntary Service (V V S) 
   PLEASE submit your monthly VVS hours to Phil Frigm 
(frigm@comcast.net) at least one week before the next Detachment 
meeting.  As a member of this Detachment, your time in volunteer ser-
vice performed in direct support of any veteran, is certainly appreciated, 
but is also a credit to this Detachment and reported accordingly to the 
Department of PA, MCL.  Submit each member’s name, activity (eg. 
Military Share, Canine Six, etc.), and number of hours/month. 

York County Veterans Honor Guard 
The participation by Detachment members in the York County 

Veterans Honor Guard earns us VVS points. Thank you for continu-
ing your service! 

The Honor Guard turned out for 29 details in October and mem-
bers of 1st Capitol Detachment participated in many of those details:   

Phil Frigm (21) Spencer Lynch (20) Dave Brady (13)  Roger 
Miller (6) & Matthew Corwin (1). 

This service to all Veterans cannot happen without those willing 
to volunteer their time. No one is expected to turn out for every de-
tail. Uniforms are provided for all members along with a mileage 
reimbursement. Contact those mentioned for info and see 

https://veteranshonorguardyorkpa.com/ 

mailto:MCCorwinMCL@comcast.net
mailto:mcl521.yorkpa@gmail.com
mailto:frigm@comcast.net
https://veteranshonorguardyorkpa.com/
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Wasn’t 

that a 

party! 

Thank You 
for  
Sharing 
your  
Photos! 
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www.marinesofyorkpa.org 

Uniform EXCHANGE 
First Capitol’s Uniform Exchange has outgrown this space. Find 

it on the Detachment website 
 https://marinesofyorkpa.org/ 

RECENTLY UPDATED! 

Ken Welsh, Quartermaster 
717-698-8685 

Congratulations! 
Holding with a long tra-

dition, our Marine of the 
Year and Associate 
Member of the Year was 
announced at the 2025 
Birthday Ball. We offer 
our Congratulations to 
Marine C. Spencer 
Lynch and Associate 
Member Erika Garcia on 
being selected for this 
honor. Shown here with 
Associate Member Julie Wheeler (because it is such a great pic-
ture!) 

We also took the opportunity to recognize one of the folks respon-
sible for making First Capitol Detachment happen. Warren Hengst, 
Jr. is a Charter Member of First Capitol, and was ‘in the room where 
it happened’ when our Charter was signed September 30, 1983. 

Commandant Corwin presented Warren with the Founding Fa-
ther Award. We are pleased that his family was able to share in his 
recognition! (Warren is third from left, if you haven’t figured it out.) 

http://www.marinesofyorkpa.org
https://marinesofyorkpa.org/


 

 11 

The Marine Corps League is 
proud to offer its members 
support and camaraderie in 

times of need - whether you are able to attend our 
meetings and events or not. It is important that you 
keep us on your contact list if you (or family members) happen to 
be hospitalized or otherwise unable to be as mobile as you would 
like to be. 

Additionally, the League can offer your family support in time of 
need - especially when you answer the final Roll Call. The League 
prescribes certain ceremonies for 
members in good standing, and the 
First Capitol Detachment offers addi-
tional support - along with the York 
County Veterans Honor Guard.  

The Military Funeral Honors Section of HQ Marine Corps, Quantico, 
VA is the point of contact for Military Funeral Honors (866-826-3628 7:30a 
to 4:30p) by either family members or funeral directors. Source: MCL Fu-
neral Honors SOP 

A great resource is the Planning Your Legacy kit, which can be down-
loaded from the Veterans Administration website at this link or GOOGLE 
search for VA PAM 27-18-1  

Rick Olvitt, Chaplain 
harley020800@yahoo.com 

From Our Chaplain 

Are you confused when and why folks put their flags 
at half-staff? Get the straight scoop from the American 
Legion by texting the word ‘flag’ to 35893 That will 
put you on an alert list and you will be notified by text 
each time the President issues a half-staff proclama-
tion. Don’t want a text? Get an email by subscribing at 
https://www.legion.org/flag/notification 

Governing Documents     just ask!   Yes, any member can 
(and should) be familiar with our Bylaws and Administrative Proce-
dures. Download your own at these links!  
NATIONAL :  (this one is password protected - ask and ye shall receive) 
https://www.mcleaguelibrary.org/member-library/ 

DEPARTMENT:  https://pamcleague.com/bylaws/ 

DETACHMENT:  
https://marinesofyorkpa.org/category/about-us/documents/ 

VA%20PAM%2027-18-1
mailto:harley020800@yahoo.com
https://www.legion.org/flag/notification
https://www.mcleaguelibrary.org/member-library/
https://pamcleague.com/bylaws/
https://marinesofyorkpa.org/category/about-us/documents/
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See the Commandant’s Video Message at this link 
https://api.dvidshub.net/hls/video/985153.m3u8?api_key=key-620527db5a27a 

https://api.dvidshub.net/hls/video/985153.m3u8?api_key=key-620527db5a27a
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SECTION 7.1 The Commandant, Senior Vice Commandant, 

Junior Vice Commandant, and Judge Advocate shall be elected annu-

ally, for a term of one (1) year.  The Adjutant, Paymaster (or Adju-

tant/Paymaster), Quartermaster, Chaplain, Sergeant at Arms, and 

three (3) Trustees may be elected (if nominations are offered) or ap-

pointed (if no nominations are offered). Regular members in good 

standing are eligible for election. Regular or Associate members in 

good standing are eligible for appointment. 

SECTION 8.1 The Detachment Commandant shall preside at 

all Detachment meetings and in conjunction with the staff shall have 

the direction and control of the Detachment; and shall also cast the 

deciding vote in the event of a tie vote.  The Detachment Comman-

dant may make subject to the authority of the Board of Trustees such 

orders as are not contrary to the Bylaws of the National Marine 

Corps League, the Department and of state and national laws.  

SECTION 8.2 The Senior Vice Commandant shall perform 

such duties as may be assigned by the Commandant and in the event 

of an absence of the Commandant assume the duties thereof; and 

shall also be in charge of maintaining the membership and creating 

new membership programs.  

SECTION 8.3 The Junior Vice Commandant shall be in charge 

of all money-making projects of the Detachment; and shall also per-

form such other duties as are required by the Commandant.  

SECTION 8.4 The Adjutant shall keep a full record of the pro-

ceedings of the Detachment and assure that the minutes and other 

records in his care are properly maintained; and shall also conduct 

routine correspondence of the Detachment; and shall perform such 

duties as may be required by his office or as may be required by the 

National or Department Bylaws of the Marine Corps League.  

SECTION 8.5 The Detachment Paymaster shall be custodian of all 
Detachment funds, shall pay all debts owed by the Detachment and 
shall be audited on a quarterly basis by at least four (4) officers;  

Duties of the Officers of  

First Capitol Detachment 

Marine Corps League 
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and shall receive all monies due the Detachment from all sources, 

entering same upon the Paymaster's books, showing the amount and 

the source from which they were received; and shall also deposit all 

monies in the bank selected by the Detachment in the name of the 

Detachment.  The Detachment Paymaster shall keep all books, pa-

pers, bank book and check book ready for inspection by the Com-

mandant and or Auditing Committee.  

SECTION 8.6 The Judge Advocate shall act as legal counsel 

for the Detachment within the confines of the National and Depart-

ment Bylaws.  The Judge Advocate shall advise the Commandant and 

members concerning the Bylaws of the Marine Corps League; and 

shall render opinions on questions of the law that may arise from the 

Bylaws of the Marine Corps League and shall perform such other du-

ties as may be required of this office.  The Judge Advocate shall be 

custodian of all corporate and legal records of the Detachment.  

SECTION 8.7 The Quartermaster shall be custodian of all De-

tachment property; and shall maintain and keep records of the De-

tachment Locker Box, Detachment Awards, and have an inventory 

list of all rifles, pistols, Color Guard and all other gear that is Detach-

ment property; and shall also request a bi-yearly inventory from all 

members that have charge of rifles, pistols, Color Guard, and all other 

gear that is Detachment property.  

SECTION 8.8 The Chaplain shall perform such duties of a 

spiritual nature as are customarily performed by members of the cler-

gy and as are required by the Bylaws and rituals of the Marine Corps 

League; and shall also perform such spiritual and other duties relating 

to the clergy for the Detachment.  

SECTION 8.9 The Sergeant-At-Arms shall preserve order at 

all Detachment meetings; and shall also perform the duties required 

by National and Department Bylaws and by the Commandant.  

SECTION 8.10 The Trustees shall perform regular reviews of 

the finances of the Detachment and perform other duties as request-

ed by the Commandant.  

Duties of the Officers of  

First Capitol Detachment 

Marine Corps League 
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UPCOMING GATHERINGS 
Department of Pennsylvania Winter Meetings are January 

16 & 17 at Fort Indiantown Gap. Agenda and accommodation 
information can be found at https://pamcleague.com/
calendar/  

Reservations are open for the 2026 Department Conven-
tion at the Kalahari Resort in the Poconos. Find the infor-
mation at https://pamcleague.com/convention/  

Thank You 
for  
Sharing 
your  
Photos! 

https://pamcleague.com/calendar/
https://pamcleague.com/calendar/
https://pamcleague.com/convention/
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This program provides food security assistance to veterans and 
their families. Any veteran is eligible for aid in this program admin-
istered by the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank. Among the pro-
grams in York/Adams County: 

2nd Tuesday at Hampton Fire Co. 5371 Carlisle Pike, New Ox-
ford; sponsored by Roots for Boots (call 717-316-0155). 

4th Tuesday at York Vets Helping Hand 412 West King Street 
(call 717-900-4742). 

4th Thursday at Shiloh Legion, 1890 Poplars Road, administered 
by the Auxiliary of the Shiloh Legion (call 717-586-6526).  

4th Tuesday  at Church of the Open Door 4075 East Market St. a 
service of Hearts 4 Veterans (call 484-894-3724).  

  VOLUNTEERS are needed to make it happen.  
Report time at East York is 7:30am (distribution 10a-1p); 
[You are asked to call ahead if you intend to turn out at East York.] 
Report time at Shiloh is about 11:15a (distribution 2-4pm).  
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